Regular Meeting
Echo City Council
Monday May 19th, 2026

The regular city council meeting of the City of Echo Minnesota was called to order by Mayor
Dan Larsen at 7:00 pm at the Community Center.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Present: Mayor Dan Larsen, Councilman Wyatt Bendix, Councilman Mark Schettler, Councilman
Darren Gjerset, Maintenance Supervisor and Fire Chief Bryan Nielsen, Clerk Brian Pitzl.

Citizens/Guests: Sara Oberloh; Oberloh & Associates, Matt Dunphy

Open Forum: Sara Oberloh of Oberloh & Associates was present to update the council on the
2025 Audit. Sara stated that the general fund of the city is in a good position, but the utility
funds may need some adjusting of rates in the near future to be able to sustain infrastructure.
Motion made by Councilman Schettler, seconded by Councilman Gjerset to approve the 2025
Audit as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes & Resolutions:

Motion to approve, April 14th, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes, was made by Councilman
Gjerset, seconded by Councilman Bendix. Motion carried unanimously.

Reports:

Fire Chief Bryan Nielsen — Brake work was done on the pumper truck. James Dunphy passed the
15t level Fire Fighter Instructor class. There will be SCBA training on June 1% Motion made by
Councilman Bendix, seconded by Councilman Gjerset to approve that the department bring a
fire truck to a funeral in Wood Lake, as well as several parades this summer and on August 4t
for National Night Out. Motion carried unanimously. Bryan will be bringing the pumper truck
to Sioux Falls on June 15 for maintenance and to have the pump certified as well. Tanker
needs brake repair. Grant from Anheuser Busch to get a pallet of water and the fire department
will be working with an individual to get another grant. July 30™ will be the Fire Department
Pork Chop Feed.

15t Responders Chief Chastity Kuehn-

Maintenance Supervisor Bryan Nielsen — Received a quote from Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water
for the moving of the water meter pit to an above ground building. The price of a 10 x 12 shed
would run between $46,000 and $50,000 plus electrical and other expenses, which would be
closer to $70,000 in total. The current city contract with Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water is for
another 2 years. The city needs to decide whether they want to invest that much in the system



at this time. Motion made by Councilman Schettler, seconded by Councilman Bendix to leave
the system in the pit. Motion carried unanimously. There is remote access for the wet well and
water tower available to help with notifications. The cost of the unit is $7,051.00 plus the cell
phone plan. Currently, the only way to check the water system is to do it in person and if the
maintenance supervisor is out of town, the remote access would allow him to check on the
levels from anywhere. Motion made by Councilman Bendix, seconded by Councilman Gjerset,
to approve the purchase of the system. Motion carried unanimously. The new sign has been
installed at the dump site. The price of a sprayer attachment for the street sweeper would be
between $6,200 and $6,500. The cost to build one would be approximately $1,200 to $1,500.
Bryan will get more accurate prices and have them for the June meeting. Will be camping June
18th-215t,

Mayor Dan Larsen -

Councilman Mark Schettler — Had complaints regarding the maintenance supervisor sweeping
streets on a Sunday. The maintenance supervisor had contacted the mayor and was given
permission to go out and take advantage of the wet surfaces to reduce dust. Would like to see
what it would take to appoint someone to fill the open council vacancy to help reduce the
chance of cancelling meetings. The city clerk will look to see what the process will be.

Councilman Darren Gjerset — Inquired about a resident who has a questionable background.
The city clerk will contact the county and see if there is anything on file. The city would like to
work with Belview to coordinate ordinance enforcement. Will talk to Belview and set up a time
to meet to discuss options.

Councilman Wyatt Bendix — Discussed the condition of 1% Street with the garbage and lack of
mowing. Motion made by Councilman Bendix. Seconded by Councilman Gjerset, to send letters
to the residents of 1% street to clean up the garbage and keep their lawns mowed to a proper
level. Motion carried unanimously.

Clerk Pitzl — The city office will be closed on Monday, May 25" in observance of Memorial Day.
The filing period for city office will be Jully 14t™-28t, There are 2 council positions, and 1 mayor
position to be filled. An individual from Minnesota Rural Water will be here on May 20 to do a
water rate study to help the city see where they are sitting in regard to water and sewer rates.

Old Business:

New Business: A building permit was presented to the council for a fence. Motion made by
Mayor Larsen, seconded by Councilman Bendix to approve the permit and strongly suggest the
owner get their dogs licensed. Motion carried unanimously. A resident inquired about having
some trees on the right-of-way to be trimmed or removed. Bryan has a couple of other trees
that need attention and will get some prices to do the work and bring them to the June
meeting.



Consent Agenda: Motion made by Councilman Schettler, seconded by Councilman Gjerset to
approve the consent agenda consisting of Bills, Payroll, and Bank Information. Motion carried
unanimously.

Adjournment: Motion was made by Councilman Schettler, and second by Councilman Bendix
to adjourn regular meeting at 8:24 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Dan Larsen City Clerk- Brian Pitzl



